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are not mutually destructive, and that the prime
cause of the ugliness lies in his indifferent engineering.
When science is moved by a religious spirit and becomes
creative, beauty grows out of it spontaneously. For
this reason the Indian master-builder, if he were given
reasonable scope for his capacity, would make Indian
railway stations the most attractive in the world—
the task would be completely congenial to him. He
would bring to it the knowledge and love by which the
excellence of true art is achieved, for the railway lines
of India are now the chief pilgrim routes. He would
only resume the pious work of providing for the wants
of pilgrims which Ms forefathers from the beginning
of Indian history performed so well.
It so happened that some years ago, when a
line was being laid through Rajputana, an engineer
in the employ of the Alwar State had the inspiration
to call in some good Rajput builders, who are among
the best in India, to design and build a railway station
for the Maharaja's use (Fig. 21). The Alwar railway
station remains to this day the most refreshing to the
eye, the most practical, and the most comfortable of
all the railway stations in India. It shows what might
have been done for Indian art and craft, and for the
benefit of travellers, if the engineer and master-builder
had collaborated in the same way in other places. If,
for instance, the splendid craftsmen who in the latter
half of the nineteenth century built the two finest
palaces on the river front at Benares (PL XXI),
which are as distinguished for skilful engineering as
for their superb artistry, had been called in to co-
operate in the building of Howrah railway station
pr tbe central station at Bombay, Calcutta would

